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German R. Rivera, 89, of Alpine, passed away Thursday, July 19, in Odessa at Regency Hospital.

Mrs. Rivera was born May 2, 1918, in Lajitas to the late Maria Lujan and Eustaquio Ramirez.

Orphaned at age 7, she was brought up in the Terlingua area for nine years. She left for Alpine at age 16, and resided there the rest of her life.

Her most profound desire to be a nun was lost when her aunt did not allow her to leave with the rest of the novices to El Paso on the train at age 19.

On Dec. 19, 1939, she had a big, beautiful wedding and married Ezequiel G. Rivera. She was a loving and devoted wife, mother and friend.

She loved gardening, and her cooking, baking and crafts were exceptional. Above all, she was an excellent seamstress and housekeeper. She did not use patterns for dresses. She made the dress and slip she was buried in. She was the seamstress for Raul Valdez Cleaners.

Mrs. Rivera was an active and hardworking member of VFW Post 7207 Auxiliary, and also helped in school functions at Centennial. She assisted with the Boy and Girl Scouts when her son and daughter were young.

She was a member of Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church and Children of Mary.

Rosary was recited on Sunday, July 22, by Jesus Rodriguez at Geeslin Funeral Home chapel, and musicians Johnny and Richard Milan and Lorenzo Garcia provided beautiful music. Funeral Mass was held Monday, July 23, at Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church with Father Mike Alcuino officiating. Burial followed at Holy Angels Cemetery. Geeslin Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements.

She is survived by Ezequiel G. Rivera, her husband of 67 years; son, Ezequiel R. Rivera and his wife Dorkmai of Chelmsford, Mass.; daughter, Ermelinda Rivera Carmon of Alpine; grandson, Johnathon Andrew Rivera of Oakland; sister, Maria Elena R. Urquieta of Odessa; and several nieces, nephews, grandnieces, grandnephews and many cousins.

Pallbearers were Paul Garcia, Arturo Rivera, Jerry Garcia, Leo Lara, Palemon Leyva and Freddy Jaquez. Her grandson, Johnathan A. Rivera, was an honorary pallbearer.
